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To Nantucket businesses: Starting June 1, 2020, a new bylaw 
will be effective that prohibits the use, sale or distribution of 

single-serve plastics that include:
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Nantucket residents and visitors: 
CHOOSE REUSABLE OPTIONS!

Choose refillable water bo�les. There are many water stations on Island.

Choose refillable coffee pods for your brewing machine. 
Always use reusable mugs.

Use reusable straws. 
There are many options: glass, stainless steel, silicone, and bamboo.

This bylaw will protect Nantucket’s single-source aquifer, marine life, scenic 
visage, historical status, reduce li�er in our rapidly diminishing landfill, 
and protect the health and safety of present and future generations.

Thank you for supporting the health of our island and planet!

visit:www.nantucket-ma.gov/SingleUsePlasticsBan

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS BAN 
ON NANTUCKET

BUILD      DECORATE      LIVE

Introducing UltraCraft Cabinetry
For Your Island Home

134 Orange St. Nantucket, MA
508-228-0900

marinehomecenter.com

Folk revival: Music class a mix
of personal memories, history

By Brian Bushard
bbushard@inkym.com

Charley Walters remem-
bers the first time he saw Bob
Dylan play live. It was at the
Worcester Memorial Audito-
rium, October 1965. Walters
was 15. Dylan had just gone
electric that July, at the New-
port Folk Festival.
“It was a very important

moment in music,” Walters
said. “It put electric folk music
on the map. Once Dylan did
it, everybody else followed
suit.”
The music has changed

since then. Even, and maybe
especially, the way we listen
to music has changed. To Wal-
ters, however, what was im-
portant about the music has
not changed.
“The (1960s folk) music

still hasn’t gotten the atten-
tion it deserves. It still sounds
fresh to me,” Walters said.
“Even with Vietnam and the
bomb in the background, even
with the Kennedy assassina-
tion, there was still optimism
to it. It still sounds fresh.
Some of this stuff has just got-
ten lost in the shuffle.”
Now, Walters, who owned

and operated the downtown
basement record store Musi-
call from 1982-2006 and be-
fore that reviewed albums for
Rolling Stone magazine, is
holding a series of classes at
the Atheneum to talk about
the 1960s folk music he grew
up listening to.
On Tuesday, it’s Dylan and

the 1965 Newport Folk Festi-
val, as well as the San Fran-
cisco folk bands that followed
as Dylan went electric, includ-
ing The Byrds, Country Joe
and the Fish and Jefferson
Airplane.
“Dylan, The Byrds, The

Lovin’ Spoonful, they were all
over AM radio,” Walters said.
When those bands were

first putting out music, Wal-
ters would walk to the back of
the Harvard Co-op in Cam-
bridge just to read the liner
notes on their records. It’s
those personal notes that set
a physical record apart from
listening to a song on head-
phones connected to your
phone, Walters said. It’s get-
ting to know the people you
listen to.
Walters still has a collec-

tion of vinyl records, CDs and
cassettes at his house on Or-
ange Street. He reads the
back of them from time to
time.
“Back then, if you wanted

to hear new music, you had to
seek it out and go to a record
store. Now you have YouTube
for that,” he said. “At this
point, I’ve been buying round
discs with a hole in the mid-
dle for 60 years and it’s hard
to break the habit.”
Walters has taught similar

music courses at the
Atheneum before. Over the
past five years, he’s led two
blues classes, one on rock pro-

ducers like George Martin,
one on record companies and
one solely dedicated to the
music of 1967 alone.
Walters did not always lis-

ten to folk, and it’s not the
only thing he listens to now.
Before he was listening to
Dylan, he preferred English
rock bands like The Beatles,
or blues artists like Paul But-
terfield and Reverend Gary
Davis.
Even his radio show – Is-

land Blue Notes which airs on
WNCK/89.5 FM – leans to-
wards blues and jazz over
folk.
But it was the San Fran-

cisco style of folk rock and
Dylan’s protest folk that was
the most political and relat-
able, Walters said. It was the
precursor to the 1970s bands
that have come to be known
collectively as classic rock.
The earlier folk had been left
behind.
“Growing up in Cambridge

in the late 1950s and early
1960s, all we heard was nu-
clear weapons,” Walters said.
“You see posters saying ‘Arms
Race or Human Race.’ With
folk singers, it was also nu-
clear weapons. But that was
until Vietnam and then you
start to hear their political
songs on the radio.”
Later this month, his class

is set to review folk bands
from Canada and Great
Britain – bands like Fairport
Convention, Donovan and
Richard Thompson. The final
class, a week later, is focused
on the legacy folk music had
on the bands that came later.
In 2006, after Walters

closed Musicall, many of the
CDs, tapes and records he
was selling came home with
him. The writing had been on
the wall for some time. People
weren’t buying physical
copies of the music they lis-
tened to like they had been.
“The CDs got replaced by

streaming services,” Walters
said.
Along with the CDs in his

collection are a handful of

DVDs. He’s playing some of
his favorites this month at the
Dreamland as part of a series
he leads called  “Times A’
Changin.” The objective is to
talk about 1960s culture
through both the defining and
lesser-known films of the
time. The idea is the same as
the music discussions: people
don’t watch movies the way
they used to just as they don’t
listen to music as they used
to.
“The idea is to understand

1960s culture through film. I
wanted to bring in something
people recognize. The outlier
is ‘The Swimmer’,” he said,
pointing to the film being
shown Sunday at the Dream-
land.
“I’m willing to bet nobody

has seen them on the big
screen. Now people stay
home, and you can’t appreci-
ate the sound and scenery on
the screen of your smart-
phone.”
Walters’ collection at home

is something of a portal into
the past. The films and artists
have largely been disre-
garded, he said, but they de-
fined a generation.
He remembers hearing

one of those albums: Harry
Smith’s “Anthology of Ameri-
can Folk Music.” It’s a lesser-
known album. But Walters
saw it as the beginning of the
urban folk revival. It has a
place in history and it should
be heard, he said.
“Before, they had only con-

sidered it pop music for hicks,
but people like Bob Dylan
were listening to it,” Walters
said. “They were imitating it
at first. It was everything for
them. It was the air they
breathed.”

Charley Walters’ Folk Rock
1.0 series runs Tuesdays at
5:15 p.m. through the month
of March at the Atheneum, 1
India St. The “Times A’
Changin” series runs Sundays
at 5 p.m. through the month of
March at the Dreamland, 17
South Water St.
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Former record-store owner and Rolling Stone album-reviewer

Charley Walters sifts through a stack of CDs in preparation

for a class he’s teaching at the Atheneum on folk music.

Town a “Green Community”
By Brian Bushard
bbushard@inkym.com

The state Department of
Energy Resources last week
named Nantucket a “Green
Community,” a designation
that comes with nearly
$140,000 in state grant money
for clean-energy projects on-is-
land. 
In exchange, the town must

now work toward reducing
municipal energy consump-
tion by 20 percent over the
next five years.
Town energy coordinator

Lauren Sinatra said the ini-
tial grant will be split equally
between the Nantucket Pub-
lic Schools for a new energy-
efficient boiler, the Federal
Street Visitor Services build-
ing for a higher-efficiency air-
source heat pump (which
converts cold air to heat), and

additional public electric-ve-
hicle charging stations on
town-owned properties
around the island.
The 20 percent energy-re-

duction goal over five years is
not tied to any specific condi-
tions or benchmarks. If the
town does not meet the goal,
no state funds will be cut. But
Sinatra said the designation
should still help reduce en-
ergy use.
“This is a huge accom-

plishment for Nantucket and
the many stakeholders within
the town and community
who’ve supported this effort
over the years. It took a com-
munity-wide effort to make
this designation possible,”
said Sinatra, who has spear-
headed the two-year process
to reach the green communi-
ties designation.

The $140,000 is a starting
point in state funding. As a
Green Community, the town
is now eligible to receive a
portion of the $20 million the
state doles out to the 271 mu-
nicipalities with the designa-
tion every year.
It came after a series of

votes, both at last year’s An-
nual Town Meeting and by
the Select Board late last
year. Among them was the
creation of a solar overlay dis-
trict at the Madaket landfill,
as well as a fuel-efficient ve-
hicle purchasing policy for
municipal vehicles, and the
adoption of a more stringent
building energy code.
Town manager Libby Gib-

son is hopeful the designation
and the grant funding will
put the town on track to cut-
ting energy consumption.


