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Democrats in the last election to
come up with a real message speaks
volumes.”
Copy Reduced to 73% from original to fit letter page
And while the man who, as a

“We are now in a state of civic
civil war, a civil cold war, in this
country,” he said. “There’s a political
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Solar
energy
rebates
available
By Elizabeth Clemente
eclemente@inkym.com

MAILING
LABEL

Starting this week, the town will
offer residents who install photovoltaic solar-energy systems in their
houses rebates of up to $2,500. The
initiative is the first of its kind in the
state and is intended to encourage
islanders to power their homes – at
least in part – with solar energy.
Solar cells, also called photovoltaic or PV cells, convert sunlight
directly into electricity.
By increasing the amount of local
renewable energy, the solar rebate
program’s benefits are intended to
be three-fold: to make the island’s
electricity supply more sustainable,
reduce summer peak demand and
lower electricity supply and distribution costs for Nantucket ratepayers.
The current U.S. average cost for
the installation of a 5,000-watt residential solar system is between
$25,000 and $35,000, prior to incentives and tax credits.
Increasing the amount of local renewable energy will particularly
benefit those participating in Nantucket PowerChoice, the island’s
bulk-purchasing municipal aggregation program launched in March,
town officials said.
“We are excited to soon offer a
local solar-rebate program to Nantucket residents, which will provide
a number of key benefits to both individual homeowners and the Nantucket community,” town energy
coordinator Lauren Sinatra said.
with those achieved off-island. It is
our hope this incentive will encourage more local residents to invest in
renewable energy.
For more information regarding
the solar rebate program, visit
www.Nantucket-ma.gov/SolarRebate.
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Police report a cal
orderly Fourth o
By Peter Sutters
psutters@inkym.com
The Fourth of July holiday came,
and the differences between this
year and last were night and day.
Arrests were way down over the
four-day span from Friday to Tuesday night, with only 26 people
charged with offenses that could be
tied to the actual celebration at the
beaches during the days or alcoholrelated arrests at night.
Last year, over a three-day weekend when the Fourth fell on a Monday,
creating
a
three-day
weekend,there were 93 arrests.
“There is no question we had
more success in getting things under
control this year than we expected,”
Nantucket police chief Bill Pittman
said.
Pittman said he had not had time
to fully analyze why the numbers
were down so much from last year,
but it was likely a number of contributing factors that all led to one of
the quietest Fourth of July beach

“It’s the quietest Fourth
I have seen since
I’ve been here.
All the beaches were
busy, but there
wasn’t a party
at any one beach.

– Lt. Angus MacVicar
Nantucket Police Dept.

parties he had seen.
The holiday falling on a Tuesday
did not factor into the lull, Pittman
said.
“The day of the week has not
been a factor in the past,” said
Pittman.
Lt. Angus MacVicar said it was
the tamest holiday he has seen in 30
years.
“It’s the quietest Fourth I have
seen since I have been here,” said
MacVicar, who has been on the force
since 1988. “All of the beaches were
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