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the case moves to Barnstable
Superior Court.

Hrones argued against
Barnstable being the location
due to influence from The
Cape Cod Times, but Nicker-
son largely disregarded that
argument, citing his experi-
ence in presiding over the re-
trial of Toolan in 2013 in
Barnstable and convicted
murderer Christopher Mc-
Cowen’s 2006 trial.

“Having lived in the Barn-
stable area for over 45 years,
I was shocked to learn in 2006
how few people pay any at-
tention to The Cape Cod
Times,” he said. “I think it’s a
matter of the progression of
how we get our news in the
electronic age. 

“It was very interesting as
someone who has read news-
papers my whole life, how
very few people read newspa-
pers now. It seems there is
merit to the motion.”

Nickerson also expressed
an opinion that Nantucket’s
courthouse is ill-equipped to
handle a trial with the public-
ity that Matterson’s may
bring, or one where there is
“heat with community mem-
bers.”

“It’s very difficult to trans-
fer a defendant into the build-
ing and maintain a defendant
once inside,” he said. “This
gentleman (Matterson)
should be able to give his en-
tire intellectual focus and
should not be able to be dis-
tracted by any sideshows.
There are structural prob-
lems with this building.”

Nickerson said that even if
a judge is leaning towards
moving the trial, he or she
would be ill-advised to not at
least start to empanel a jury
on Nantucket and judge how
those proceedings go before
making a decision.

Assistant district attorney
Tara Miltimore said that her
office was not yet set to argue
the motion.

Matterson, 35, previously
of 6A Boynton Lane, was ar-
raigned Friday on charges of
aggravated rape during com-
mission of a felony (six
counts), kidnapping (four
counts), home invasion (four
counts), nighttime felony
breaking and entering (three
counts), assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon
(three counts), assault and
battery (four counts), indecent
assault and battery on a per-
son 14 year old or older (four
counts), assault with a dan-
gerous weapon and assault to
rape.

The charges against Mat-
terson stem from the sexual
assaults of four women, one in
her early 20s in dormitory-
style housing on Roberts
Lane Sept. 25, 2014; a second
of a 22-year-old woman in a
Bartlett road home July 12,
2008; a third on Oct. 5, 2008
and a fourth on Sept. 19,
2015.

Matterson was ordered to
return to court March 4, 2016
for a pretrial conference and
May 9, 2016 for a pretrial
hearing. He is still being held
without bail following a De-
cember dangerousness hear-
ing.

Also in superior court on
Friday, Hadi Mohamed
Nabulsi, 24, previously of 55
Cato Lane, was arraigned on
Nov. 4 charges of rape of a
child (two counts). His attor-
ney filed a motion to preserve
the police reports due to what
he perceives as inconsisten-
cies with the alleged victim’s
mother’s timeline of events.
He was ordered to return to
court May 9 for a pretrial con-
ference.

Rickey Graham, 51, previ-
ously of 7 Square Rigger

Road, was arraigned on Oct.
24, 2014 charges of possession
of a Class A drug with intent
to distribute (three counts)
and a charge of illegal posses-
sion of a Class B substance.
He is being held on $10,000
bail. He was ordered to return
to court March 4 for a pretrial
conference and May 9 for a
pretrial hearing.

Jimmy Lee Jackson, of
Vero Beach Florida, was ar-
raigned on July 28, 2015
charges of cocaine trafficking
between 36 and 100 grams
and resisting arrest. Defense
attorney Rob Moriarty filed a
motion for an assessment
under the Valor Act. No date
will be set for a return to court
under a decision is made on
the motion.

Alexander Lemus
Ramirez, 20, of 4 Fifth Way,
was arraigned on a June 22,
2015 charge of possession of a
Class A drug with intent to
distribute. Judge Nickerson
stayed his proceedings until
further order of the court to
allow for a year-long treat-
ment program. Nickerson
also ordered that he be under
probation supervision on a
pretrial basis until further
order of the court, and that
there will be an examination
conducted by a psychiatrist or
psychologist with experience
in diagnosing and treating
addiction conditions.

Matthew Murray, 29, of
Nantucket, was arraigned on
July 27, 2015 and Aug. 25,
2015 charges of Class A drug
distribution (two counts). He
was ordered held on $3,500
bail by Judge Nickerson due
to past issues with defaults
and with probation. He was
ordered to return to court, in
Barnstable, Jan. 20 for proba-
ble disposition.

Venue: Rape, drug-offense indictments
(Continued from page 1A)

Opportunity to lower

long-term electric rates
By Matt Turer

mturer@inkym.com

Nantucket residents are
currently sitting in what
could be a small window to
lock down long-term electrical
rates at a price 35 percent
below what was previously
forecasted by the Nantucket
Energy Office.

According to Nantucket
energy coordinator Lauren
Sinatra, the lower prices are
due to the unseasonably
warm weather creating a nat-
ural gas surplus.

“When gas prices fall, the
impact on electricity prices
tends to follow suit, to a large
degree,” Adam Teff, general
manager at Titan Energy, the
town’s electricity supply bro-
ker, said. “The answer as to
why has to do with the gen-
eral composition of fuel
sources that create electricity
in New England.”

In 2014, 39.4 percent of
power generated in New Eng-
land came from gas-fired
power plants, but Teff said
that number will increase as
nuclear use shrinks and re-
newable-energy sources con-
tinue to grow.

However, that will present
a challenge in the state due to
New England’s limited physi-
cal space in its gas pipeline in-
frastructure.

“This creates bottlenecks
in the distribution system
and drives prices to astro-
nomical levels when both
power producers and heating
customers all want the same
gas at the same time,” Teff
said.

Last year, high natural gas
prices and even higher elec-
tricity premiums pushed
prices for both up as power

plants and heating companies
fought over pipeline usage.
This decreased natural gas
availability for heating cus-
tomers and electric providers
at a time of peak demand in
the midst of a harsh winter,
constricting electric supply
and resulting in a price in-
crease.

“These days, the natural
gas market is oversupplied,
and, given the warmer-than-
average start to this winter,
the average customer is see-
ing prices fall, though still lin-
gering above average because
of New England’s pipeline
constraints,” Teff said.

Currently, Nantucket rates
have fallen from
$0.16273/kWh at the same
time last year to $0.13038
this year, approximately a 20
percent decrease.

Sinatra reports that the
most competitive long-term
rates currently available to
Nantucket residents come
from Ambit Energy
($0.0925/kWh for 12 months),
ConEdison ($0.095/kWh for
12 months) and Think En-
ergy–Suez ($0.084/kWh for 12
months).

“Customers on Nantucket
have two options (to take ad-
vantage of the lower prices),”
Teff said. “Use less power
when possible and find a low-
cost supply option from a rep-
utable provider of such
products.”

Teff said that even if tem-
peratures stay above average
throughout the winter, that
doesn’t mean prices will stay
lower than projected.

“Volatility is more the rule,
rather than the exception,” he
said. “Advantageous gaps are
created when supply and de-
mand forces work in the cus-

tomer’s favor, though we find
those opportunities to be
fewer and fewer, despite tem-
porarily low gas prices. Sur-
pluses (like this) come and
go.”

Even so, Teff estimates
that National Grid’s prices
will fall an additional 15 per-
cent below its current prices
for residential customers,
going on to say that the elec-
tric company gains no advan-
tage from the price decrease.

“Market forces set the ulti-
mate price,” he said. “In fact, I
would argue that competitive
suppliers of gas and electric-
ity would prefer to see higher
prices.”

Sinatra also announced
Tuesday that the Massachu-
setts Department of Public
Works approved a National
Grid filing request to reduce
the Nantucket cable sur-
charge.

The request was done in
an effort that will ultimately
provide more electric rate sta-
bility to island residents.

“This reduction in rates is
important since the company
is seeking increased distribu-
tion rates in the near future,
as well as rate payer funds for
the “Non-wires Alternative”
project,” Sinatra said.

The non-wires alternative
project is part of an effort be-
tween National Grid and the
town’s energy office that will
reveal whether or not enough
load relief during peak hours
can be created through en-
ergy efficiency initiatives to
continue to push off the third
undersea electric cable to the
island, estimated at upwards
of $100 million.


