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A Safe Place wants you to know…
Every 107 seconds an American is sexually assaulted

… It happens here.
April is Sexual Assault Awareness month. Take a stand against sexual
assault by learning how to be an ac�ve bystander. If you know or suspect
that someone has been or is at risk of being sexually assaulted, take
ac�on. Ac�ons can include:

You are not alone. Help is available at A Safe Place.
Services are free and confiden�al.

24 hour hotline: 5082282111
5B Windy Way 5082280561  www.asafeplacenantucket.org

• Checking in with the person by asking
them if they are okay and if they need
any assistance.

• Crea�ng a simple diversion if you
witness a situa�on that is escala�ng
toward violence (e.g., approach the
person as if she/he is an old friend,
spill a drink nearby.)

As part of A Safe Place’s Sexual Assault Awareness Month ac�vi�es, we will be hos�ng our
Bringing in the Bystander workshops on April 25th & 26th at Faregrounds Restaurant. 

Join us!

• Providing informa�on about A Safe
Place and le�ng the person know
that they are not alone.

• Confron�ng the harasser or abuser, if
you feel that it is safe. Tell that person
to cut it out, and that their behavior is
not acceptable.

508.325.0776    5 Sun Island Road

SUN ISLAND FUEL
Budget Plans  - please call for details • Senior Citizen Discounts 
Heating Oil • Auto Delivery • Diesel Fuel for vehicles & boats

We Participate in The Fuel Assistance Program

Waste Options Nantucket

MULCH FOR SALE
Highest Quality – Cheapest Price

Rich, dark, consistent color
Double-ground and screened

Made on Nantucket

SPECIAL SPRING PRICING
$25/cubic yard

Landscapers Express Pick-Up Line

188 Madaket Road                      508-228-4283

the current bike path, an-
other safety issue.

Toole criticized the use of
town land as a 15-foot buffer
from the roadway.

“It’s not property under
your control,” he said. “You
don’t have enough room for 15
feet. You need to consider your
design and property not uti-
lizing town land as a buffer.”
Toole believes that the project
as proposed contains too
many issues to move forward.

“There are safety issues.
Screening issues. The scope of
the project is too much for
that site given the local con-
cerns and safety issues. I
would hope that maybe in the
next month, there would be
some thought as to mitigating
the issues rather than just
coming here in May and
showing us how they’re not a
problem,” he said.

“I would hope that we can
get to somewhere with a de-
sign and project scope that’s a
lot more sensitive to where
the project is located. I think
you could do a much better
job.”

The next hearing is scheduled
for May 11 at 11 a.m. at 4
Fairgrounds.

Any comments from the
town regarding issues with
the proposed height of the
project continue to face rebut-
tal from Atlantic Develop-
ment on the basis of the
town’s lack of success in pro-
viding affordable housing on
the island.

“While the town has not
been at all successful in ad-
dressing the dire need for
multifamily rental develop-
ment and affordable housing
of any kind, it has approved
projects with comparable den-
sity in other areas of the
town,” Schwartz said in his
letter.

Atlantic Development con-
tinues to point to their project
eligibility letter received from
the Massachusetts Housing
Partnership, which called the
project’s design generally ap-
propriate for the site.

“The site design incorpo-
rates clustering of the build-
ings to the rear and sides of
the site to minimize their vi-
sual impact,” MHP said. “The
building exteriors have fea-

tures to visually reduce the
mass and scale.”

MacKinnon intends to
soften the height of the proj-
ect on the street front by plac-
ing the buildings of a smaller
stature closer to the road. He
also pointed out that 20-foot
trees already in place would
obstruct much of the view
from Surfside Road.

Toole, however, has had
additional concerns over the
site plan itself, saying that it
appears it has been manipu-
lated by the designers to
make the grade appear flatter
than it would be, a concern
that he said relates directly to
stormwater runoff.

“Another thing that dis-
turbed me at the site visit is
the manipulation of grade,” he
said. “There’s going to need to
be a good explanation.”

Atlantic Development
hosted a site visit on April 5
intended to display project’s
height using balloons, but
strong winds rendered any
perspective or analysis from
the visit mostly useless.

Surfside: Many issues to overcome
(Continued from page 6A)

Aggregation could lower

islanders’ electric bills
By Peter Sutters

psutters@inkym.com

Without doing much of
anything, Nantucket electric
consumers could see a five to
ten percent reduction in their
electric bills thanks to the is-
land’s unique energy con-
sumption patters.

Passed without debate at
Annual Town Meeting, article
104 was adopted and allows
the town to enter into an
agreement with an electric
producer to offer a lower and
more consistent electric rate. 

Ratepayers on the island
will not have to do anything
to get the lower rates, but are
offered multiple opportunities
to get out of the program if
they so choose.

“The goal is to get a price
lower than the basic utility
price,” said Peter Gromer,
CEO of Peregrine Energy
Group, which has been hired
by the town to help with the
aggregation application
process. “A lot of cities in the
Commonwealth have munici-
pal aggregation now. All of the
towns on the Cape have it as
well as the Vineyard.”

Gromer explained Nan-
tucket’s unique consumption
pattern makes aggregation
especially attractive. Nor-
mally, towns join together to
use buying power in large
numbers to get a lower rate.
Nantucket is positioned to do
so on its own because the is-
land consumes more power in
the summer than in the off-
season due to the increase in
population and thus con-

sumption.
“Most electricity in New

England is produced by burn-
ing natural gas,” said Gromer.
“Because it is also used to
heat homes and there is a
shortage of pipe lines to de-
liver it, the price of natural
gas- and electricity- goes up in
the winter.”

Consumers will still re-
ceive only one bill from Na-
tional Grid, which will still
charge for delivering electric-
ity and maintaining the infra-
structure. The only change
will be who provides the
power, something National
Grid is not in the business of
doing anyway, according to
Gromer and Peregrine Vice
president of programs and
communications Marlana
Patton.

“There will be two changes
on the bill,” said Patton. “The
line with the electric supplier,
usually on page two of your
bill, and the rate would
change. You still get one bill
from National Grid and still
have to send in one check. You
also still call National Grid if
you have an outages or other
problems.”

Lauren Sinatra, energy
and project outreach coordi-
nator in the town’s energy of-
fice, will work with Peregrine
to solicit bids from regional
energy producers to see who
can offer the best deal for
Nantucket.

“Typically they are one or
two year contracts,” said Sina-
tra, who explained there are
around 10,500 residences and
1,000 businesses eligible for

the program. She added the
town, as well as large busi-
nesses such as Nantucket
Cottage Hospital and Nan-
tucket Island Resorts, enter
into similar agreements with
producers on their own.

Once the bids are received
Sinatra will work with a yet
to be appointed selection com-
mittee who will chose the best
option for Nantucket and
present that bid to either
Town Administrator Libby
Gibson or the selectmen, who
will sign off on the final pro-
posal.

Because of regulators at
the state level who need to re-
view the bids, the earliest the
program could be imple-
mented is the upcoming win-
ter.

“People won’t see any dif-
ference in their bills until at
least March 2017,” said Pat-
ton. 

Prior to that bill going out,
consumers would have the
chance to opt-out of the pro-
gram and never be a part of it.
In addition if once they be-
come part of the program and
decide it does not fit their con-
sumption needs, they cold opt-
out at anytime and go back to
their old billing system.

“Prior to joining you will
get a letter in the mail ex-
plaining how to opt out and
you can fill that out and re-
turn it,” said Patton. “You can
also opt out on line, over the
phone or call Lauren at her
office and she will opt out for
you.”

Plovers return to Great Point

By Peter Sutters
psutters@inkym.com

Piping plovers have re-
turned to Great Point, but for
now the refuge remains open
to vehicle travel.

Fred Pollnac, Nantucket
superintendent of the
Trustees, said a few of the
small sand colored birds have
been seen in the area, but are
not yet making nests as they
are picking their spots and
squabbling with neighbors
over space.

“The plovers have arrived,”
said Pollnac. “It’s hard to tell
just how many because they
move around, picking fights

with others, but it seems on
par with last year.”

The Trustees of Reserva-
tions oversees much of Great
Point and the Coskata-
Coatue Wildlife Refuge along
with the Nantucket Conser-
vation Foundation.

The birds do not typically
start nesting until early to
mid June, at which point ve-
hicular access to the point will
be cut off depending on where
the nests are located. Pedes-
trian access is still allowed
through the nesting season.

Plovers are experts in
blending in to the sandy envi-
ronment of Great Point and

often seek low points in the
sand when they feel threat-
ened. Deep tire tracks make a
natural spot for them to hide,
which is why beach driving in
prohibited during nesting,
hatching and fledging sea-
sons. 

Vehicle access is often re-
opened as early as the first
week of July, but can stretch
into August depending on
when the young birds are able
to fly.

Check back to
www.ack.net regularly for ad-
ditional updates on beach clo-
sures and vehicle restrictions.


